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2020 will be memorable for many reasons. While the world went into 
lockdown, our work and our community’s needs did not stop. Thanks 
to the generosity of our many donors, KACF-SF gave out over 
$500,000 in grants - more than ever before - to support nonprofit 
organizations doing important frontline work. 

This year has underscored our community’s resilience, 
resourcefulness, and ability to adapt. This impact report provides a 
snapshot of some of the programmatic work we were able to do 
together, thanks to our donors and supporters, volunteers, and our 
dedicated community partners. 

As we enter the new year with the virus still raging, KACF-SF is more 
committed than ever to empowering our community and community 
partners through our philanthropic and grantmaking efforts. We 
believe that the partnerships, tools, and learnings that have come 
out of this difficult period will ultimately contribute to a stronger and 
more cohesive Bay Area Korean American community for 2021 and 
beyond! 

2020 IMPACT
BREAKDOWN OF 2020 FUNDING

Lina Park, Executive Director
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COVID-19 RESPONSE
Our lives changed drastically in 2020 with the onset of the 
coronavirus pandemic. KACF-SF was fortunate to receive a 
significant gift from the Chong-Moon Lee Foundation to 
support our highest risk community members: low-income 
and homebound seniors. This gift, along with the generosity 
of many individual donors, allowed us and our nonprofit 
partners to quickly pivot our priorities to ensure senior food 
security and safety through meal delivery programs and 
mobile/remote wellness services.

Our Covid-19 Rapid Response Grantee Partners:
● Korean American Community Services
● Korean Center, Inc.
● Korean Community Center of the East Bay
● Northern California Jabi Foundation

In total, the combined effort of these nonprofit organizations, 
their staff, and volunteers resulted in over 2,100 seniors 
across the Bay Area receiving regular meals, social services, 
and community connection during this incredibly difficult 
time.*

*While much of the Covid-19 response work is ongoing, the figures in this section 
reflect work conducted from April - November 2020, the official grant period.
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Grantee partners and volunteers organizing 
and delivering meals to Korean seniors.
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COVID-19 RESPONSE: 
BUILDING COMMUNITY
In April 2020, KACF-SF came together with seven other 
Korean American organizations and individual community 
leaders to establish the Bay Area K-Coalition (BAK-C). 

We worked together during the crisis to share resources and 
best practices, brainstorm ideas, and problem-solve together, 
thereby magnifying our collective efforts to support 
underserved members of the Korean community.

Shared efforts included: 
● Volunteer coordination
● Korean-language resource page 
● Virtual workshops and legal clinics
● Fundraising 

The partnerships formed during this time mean better 
coordination and teamwork for Covid-19 work and for future 
community efforts.

Bay Area K-Coalition: Bay Area K Group, Korean American Bar Association of Northern California, Korean American Community Foundation of San Francisco, 
Korean American Community Services, Korean Center, Inc., Korean Community Center of the East Bay, Korean Prosecutors Association (KPA), and Simple Steps
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132
volunteers recruited 

and deployed

2,175
individual seniors provided with hot meals 

and/or other food delivery services

52,539
hot lunches delivered to seniors

750
senior care kits created 

and delivered

1,166
homebound seniors receiving 

ongoing wellness check-in calls 
and social service supports

82
important resources 

translated into Korean

Care kits included 
non-perishable food items, 

face masks, sanitizer, 
and a special note 

Tasks include:
● Translation 
● Meal delivery
● Wellness 

check-ins

Supporting Korean-owned restaurants at the same time! 

Where to seek help for:
● Food assistance 
● Mental health 
● Small business 
● Unemployment
● Legal services

COVID-19 RESPONSE: 
BY THE NUMBERS

“[Through this work, we built] inter-
generational connections and established 
partnerships with other Korean 
organizations in the SF Bay Area.”
 

- Grantee Partner
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COMMUNITY GRANTS
Community Grants enable KACF-SF to partner with and 
support community-based organizations that are on the 
frontlines and making a difference in the lives of 
under-resourced Korean American individuals and families. 

In 2020, we supported seven nonprofits doing work in the 
areas of senior care, physical and mental health, domestic 
violence advocacy, and civic engagement: 

● Asian Americans for Community Involvement
● Asian Pacific Islander Legal Outreach
● Asian Women’s Shelter
● East Bay Korean American Senior Services Center
● Korean American Community Services
● Korean American Senior Citizens League 
● Korean American Senior Services Inc 

Despite a difficult pandemic year, our nonprofit partners 
stepped up to provide high levels of culturally and 
linguistically appropriate services in areas of need.  

The Grantee Orientation & Reception in February 2020

2,300+

“A first generation 
Korean family was in 
extreme distress due 
to a family emergency. 
We were able to 
provide individual 
therapy for the whole 
family and family 
therapy sessions to 
support them.” 

- Grantee Partner

“[We supported] a Korean family 
[escaping domestic violence] 
with adult and children’s full case 
management, enrolled them in 
transitional housing, and found 
affordable housing for them in 
their desired part of the Bay 
Area!”

- Grantee Partner

people directly served by 
grant-funded programs, 
including (but not limited to):

clients receiving Korean- 
language therapy and/or other 
mental health referral services 68

95

59

Korean immigrants assisted 
through the naturalization 
process to receive US citizenship

new Korean-speaking senior 
care providers trained

1,500 community members educated 
around domestic violence 
advocacy and services
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BAKI
Run by Korean Community Center of the East Bay 
and co-launched with KACF-SF in 2017, BAKI is a 
toll-free Bay Area Korean Infoline that provides 
information, referrals, and navigation to families and 
individuals dealing with crisis. It is an invaluable 
service for the sizeable population of Koreans with 
limited English proficiency.

Highlights of BAKI’s 2020 work:

● Over 9,300 callers helped by trained BAKI staff 
● Information and navigation provided around 

Covid relief programs (e.g. eligibility and 
application assistance), healthcare access, 
immigration, social services, and more 

● Census outreach and engagement

SPECIAL PROJECTS + 
CAPACITY BUILDING 
KACF-SF works closely with community leaders to identify 
gaps and develop creative solutions for some of the most 
pressing issues in the community. Our special projects 
grant program provides seed funding to pilot new models 
and get programs off the ground. In 2020, we continued 
our investment of the BAKI infoline. 

In addition to our grantmaking programs, KACF-SF also 
supports our nonprofit partners in building capacity 
through convenings and skill-building workshops. We 
believe that investing in building the capacity of 
organizations leads to increased impact. In this past year, 
we offered workshops in virtual fundraising, social media 
marketing, and mental health for nonprofit staff. 

“[We] have greater access 
to professional 
development, staff 
wellness, and fundraising 
resources through 
KACF-SF's network.”
 

- Grantee Partner

Social media marketing workshop in November 2020

“[We] learned tips from KACF-SF ... 
and raised the largest amount of 
unrestricted funds that our fundraising 
gala has ever raised. By having a virtual 
event, [we built] new relationships with 
donors from different parts of the 
country and globe that we would not 
have been able to build.”

- Grantee Partner
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2020 CENSUS: 
WE COUNT!
Results of the 2020 Census will determine how billions of 
federal dollars will be distributed, including for local schools 
and education programs; for public health resources; and for 
community and senior services. Census data are also used to 
allocate seats for the U.S. House of Representatives and local 
and state legislatures.

Korean Americans (and other AAPI communities) have been 
historically undercounted for decades, diminishing our voices 
and disadvantaging our families, communities, and 
neighborhoods. 

That’s why KACF-SF rallied the Bay Area Korean American 
community and offered grant funds to organizations 
conducting census outreach and education efforts. 

A (pre-pandemic) Census covening drew over 120 attendees 
and included speakers from United Way, Santa Clara County, 
and the Census Bureau.

A few of the translated materials 
created for the Korean community. 
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2020 CENSUS GRANTEES
● Asian Health Services
● Koreadailytimes.com
● Korean American Coalition
● Korean American Community Center of SF & Bay Area
● Korean American Community Services
● Korean American Cultural Foundation
● Korean American Professional Society
● Korean American Senior Citizens League
● Korean Community Center of the East Bay
● Sacramento Valley Korean-American Community
● Sacramento Region Community Foundation
● Korean Women’s International Network SF Chapter 

We partnered with the Korean American Bar Association of 
Northern California to create a Census outreach video featuring 
Korean American comedians

Outreach activities included translation of 
resources, in-person and virtual gatherings, 
distribution of informational materials at events 
and via newsletters, speaking to church 
congregations, and phone calls.

18,000+
members of the Bay Area Korean 

American community reached 
through joint outreach and 

education efforts

150,000+
views of Park Chan Ho census 
video, produced in partnership 
with Korean American Coalition 
and aired on OnDemandKorea 
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KAREN HA SCHOLARSHIP
KACF-SF is committed to building the next generation of 
community-minded Korean American leaders. Through the 
Karen Ha Scholarship, we provide financial assistance and 
mentorship opportunities to talented students. 

The award was established by the family of Karen Ha to honor 
her legacy as a founding member and inaugural Board 
co-chair of KACF-SF.

In 2020, we awarded the scholarship to two new recipients 
and renewed the award for our three inaugural scholars. 

Our Karen Ha Scholarship recipients are: 
● Victoria Doe (2019 cohort)
● Alice Lee (2019 cohort)
● Daniel Lee (2020 cohort)
● Stephanie Park (2020 cohort)
● Julie Son (2019 cohort)

We are excited to see what the future holds for these bright 
young students!

“[The scholarship has meant 
finding a community of 
passion-driven individuals who 
have served as mentors and 
points of connection that I feel 
genuinely care for my 
well-being and for my future.”
 

- Scholarship Recipient

“The Karen Ha 
Scholarship not only 
provides financial 
aid, but also a 
wonderful and 
loving community 
that every college 
student should 
have!”

- Scholarship 
Recipient

Silliness during the July 2020 Karen Ha Scholars get-together
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“This scholarship is more than a 
scholarship. KACF has believed in me and 
given me room to believe in myself.”

- Scholarship Recipient 
Our 2020 scholarship recipients, 
Stephanie Park and Daniel Lee
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2020 DONORS & SUPPORTERS
LEGACY CIRCLE ($100,000+)

VISIONARIES ($25,000+)

INNOVATORS ($10,000+)

Chong-Moon Lee Foundation

Sophia Oh-Kim & Seung Kim
Sung Jin & Frank Ingriselli
Perry Ha

Eunice & Andrew Kim
Mary & Bill Kim
Paul Kim & Lucy Lee
So Yong Park & Brian Byun

Marcy & Young Sohn

LEADERS ($5,000+)

Karim Kim & David Hong
Kwang Lee
Steve Jang
Susan Koret
Thomas Cho
Yul Kwon
Anonymous

Anita Yu & Steven Westly
BoMe & Joseph Kim
C.S. Park
Elizabeth Ingriselli
James Kim
Jan Kang
John Nahm



KACF-SF 2020 Impact Report 

Albert Lee
Ardent Storage INC
Boyoung Lee
Brendon & Esther Kim
Carolyn S. Spitz
Cath Min
Christopher Kim
Daniel S. Lee
Denny Kwon

Dong Sun Lim
Doris Suh
Dylan Kim
Elise Lee
Ed Chin
Frank Ingriselli Jr.
Grace Kim
Helen Kim
Hyun Joo Park

Jae and Terry Oh
Janet Cha
Ji Lee
John Suh
Joyce Chung & 
Rene Lacerte
Joyce Kim
Kahn Ha
Keibock & Minae Lee

Kevin H Choi
Maria Mojica
Marie Oh & John Huber
Michael M Kim
Michael Yang
Nanci Kim
Prisca Marvin
Rosemarie & 
Taehee Nahm

BENEFACTORS ($1,000+)

PATRONS ($500+)

ADVOCATES ($100+)

Anna Park
Chris Kao
David Tsai
Demian Pay

Sally Carlson
Soo Park
Sun-Mi Choi
Sunny Song
Susie Hwang & 
Matt Glickman
Tina & David Walton
Yehbin Song
Yunchul Bae

Dennis Kwon
Jan Cooper
Jay Eum
Jeanne Chan

Jisun Rhee
John & Angie Kim
John Kuo
John Rhee

Joyce Chai
Kenneth Lee
Kwangyong Chung
Max Kim

Songyee Yoon
Vanessa Yen

Albert Giang
Amy Absher
Amy Choi
Amy Kang
Ava Hahn
Averu Luikens
Becky Oh
Ben & Marcia Porter
Brenda & Jim Sunseri
Brenda Livingston
Byong H. Ahn
Chris Kim
Christen Lee
Claire Chang
Clark Moore
Claudia & Milt Merritt

Mirian Rhie & 
John S. Hahn
Philip Yun
Sang Yup Kim

Connie Chung Joe
Corey Burke
Dae Lee
Daniel Yoo
Denise Coyne
Edward Cho
Elino Shin
Elizabeth Kang
Elyse Kim
Esther Cho
Esther Han
Eunice Kim
Eun-Joo Chang
Evalynne Dacayanan
Gemma Heddle
Gloria Lee

Grace Choi
Grace Lee
Grace Voorhis
Hasoo Lee
Hoon-Jung Kim
Hyun Mi Oh
Irene & Ken Liu
James Kim
James Kim
Jane Park
Janet Lee
Janinne Franke
Jee Kim Smith
Jeehyun Yang
Jeffrey Lee
Jenny Lee

Jeong-suh Choi
Jimmy Duan
Jina Choi
Jina Han
John Park
Joon Woo Park
Joseph Chong
Joyce Choi
Julia Liou
June Lee
Jung Son
Jungeun Lee
Junie Yoon
Junne Moy
Kara Park
Karen Chandler

Karin Chao
Katherine Torigoe
Kathleen Mahdavi
Kathlyn Fox
Kyung Kim
Kyung Yoon
Luan Tran
Lucy H. Koh
Marshall Cohen
M.G. Ka
Margaret Song
Matthew Chong
Michael & Mindy Murphy
Michael Moon
Michelle Chiu
MikeNan Dentinger

Mina Kim
Nancy Masuda
Natalia Ligai
Pamela Couvignou
Patrici Caruso
Perry Ha Jr.
Philip Shinn
Robert Lee
Roy Pak
Rudy Kim
Salle Yoo
Sally Dadmun-Bixby
San Francisco-Seoul 
Sister City Committee
Sang Kim
Selene Oh

Shin Young Park
Simon Lowes
Sofi Choi
Sofit SF Inc
Sophia Yen
Sun & Silvio Tavares
Sun Min Jung
Susan Moore
Tim Hahn
Valorie Keller
Yeuen Kim
Yoojung Kang
Yoon Chang

This list includes those who gave $100 or more in 2020. KACF-SF is grateful to all of our supporters who give their time, money, and/or energy to help us further our mission.

2020 DONORS & SUPPORTERS
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